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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

1. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1 and 3 and their dependencies are 
directed to proofing or a hard proof which are per se not statutory. Data that is pre- 
printed in certain regions of a page is merely text or image(s), and the combination does 
not impart functionality. The paper and data combination does not result in a useful, 
concrete and tangible result. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 6 recites the limitation "subtractive colors" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b)the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Seymour 
(USPN 5,967,050). 

Regarding claim 1: Seymour teaches proofing (the printed image of a color bar, 
column 7, lines 10-15, column 7, lines 20-32, column 2, lines 5-10) paper (column 1, 
line 21 ) comprising: 

a) a first blank region (the region of the paper that allows a printed output to be 
printed, column 1 , lines 40-45) for subsequent printing (image is being printed one after 
the other fig. 1 ) of the content image (printed image, column 1 , line 43) portion; and 

b) a second region outside of the first blank region (trim area of the web (paper), 
column 2, lines 5-15) having one or more standard color bars (column 2, line 6) pre- 
printed thereon (the color bar that was printed on the paper before the image is being 
printed, e.g., the color bar that is printed with an OK color to be scanned later, column 7, 
lines 10-25). 

Regarding claim 2: Seymour teaches wherein the second region further 
comprises one pre-printed standard color bar (the color bar that was printed on the 
paper before the image is being printed, e.g., the color bar that is printed with an OK 
color to be scanned later, column 7, lines 10-25), the second region having a blank area 
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(the area that is not to be printed with test color bar, column 2, lines 5-15) adjacent (the 
color bars are adjacent to each other along the trim area of the paper, coL 2, lines 5-10) 
to the preprinted color bar for subsequent (fig. 1 ) printing of a second color bar (the test 
color bar, column 2, lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 3: Seymour teaches a hard proof that can be visually 
inspected to determine if the hard proof meets industry standards, the hard proof being 
a sheet of proofing paper (column 1 , line 21 ) comprising: 

(a) a content image portion (printed image, column 1, line 43); 

(b) one or more standard first color bars (column 2, line 6) pre-printed on the 
sheet of proofing paper prior to printing of the content image portion thereon; 

(c) one or more second color bars (patches of standard primary colors, col. 2, 
lines 7-10) printed along with the content image portion and printed in a predefined 
relationship to the one or more first color bars so as to allow for visual inspection directly 
on the proofing paper using only the color bar image data of the first and second color 
bars, and without using any external color reference materials, wherein a visually 
discernable color match indicates that a proof which meets industry standards has been 
made and a visually discernable color mismatch indicates that a proof which meets 
industry standards has not been made. 

Regarding claim 4: Seymour teaches wherein the first and second color bars 
are printed adjacent to each other (the color bars are adjacent to each other along the 
trim area of the paper, col. 2, lines 5-10). 
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Regarding claim 5: hard proof of claim 4 wherein the first and second color bars 
are selected so as to have identical color appearance (color bars may vary in their 
desired appearance, coL 2, lines 25-27) when imaged with their corresponding ICC 
profiles using a calibrated marking system. 

Regarding claim 6: as best understood by the Examiner, Seymour teaches 
wherein the hard proof of claim 3 wherein one or more of the second color bars are 
printed over at least a portion of the one or more first color bars (the color bars are 
adjacent to each other along the trim area of the paper, col. 2, lines 5-10), wherein the 
subtractive colors are used for the visual inspection. 

Regarding claim 7: Seymour teaches wherein the hard proof of claim 6 wherein 
the first and second color bars have different color appearance (color bars may vary in 
their desired appearance, col. 2, lines 25-27) when imaged with their corresponding ICC 
profiles using a calibrated marking system. 

Regarding claim 8: Seymour teaches wherein the content image portion and the 
one or more second color bars are part of a digital proof file (target image color values 
can be obtained from a TIFF file, col. 6, line 62 - col. 7, line 6). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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